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Tel:  Gosforth  5UOOU- 


Lansdowne  Terrace  East, 
G-OSFORTH, 

N orthumbe  rland . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
G-osforth  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  19&8. 

The  vital  statistics  are  set  out.  The  birth  rate,  which  has 
always  been  below  the  national  and  the  county  average,  continues  to 
fall.  The  infant  mortality  and  perinatal  mortality  rates  are  at  record 
low  levels.  The  death  rate  during  1968  was  below  the  national  average 
despite  an  outbreak  of  influenza  at  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  which  proved 
fatal  to  many  elderly  patients. 

The  customary  figures  relating  to  infectious  diseases,  tuberculosis 
and  immunisations  are  given. 

During  1968  apparatus  was  set  up  at  the  Council  Depot  for  the 
measurement  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  in  the  atmosphere.  The  readings 
are  given  in  Mr.  Stenger’ s section  of  the  report. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  interest  in  matters  relating  to  the  health  department. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.C.T.  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(ETEKAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

1,739 

Registrar  General* s estimated  population 

27,520 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book 
at  31st  December,  1968. 

9,300 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£4,2 36 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1968. 

£1,057,838 

Population  trends  - 

1951 

24,500 

1956 

24,810 

1961 

26,600 

1962 

26,780 

1963 

26,800 

1961*. 

27,4L0 

1965 

27,400 

1966 

27,510 

1967 

27,540 

1968 

27,520 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M F Total  Rates 

190  173  W 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Comparability  factor  0.97 

13.2 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

12.8 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

8 10  18 

Illegitimate  live  birth  rate  per  100  live  births 

4.9 

STILLBIRTHS 

2 2 4 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

10.9 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the  first  year) 

2 13 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

8.3 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the  first  4 weeks) 

112 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

5.5 

PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the  first  week 

and  stillbirths) 

3 2 5 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths. 

There  have  been  no  Maternal  deaths  since  I960 

13.6 

DEATHS 

202  239  440. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Comparability  factor  0.72 

16.0 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population 


11.5 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death 

St .Nicholas 

Home  Hospital  Total 


No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Cancer 

64 

23.2 

7 

4.3 

71 

16.1 

Cerebro-vascular  disease 

38 

13.8 

10 

6.1 

48 

10.9 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

76 

27.5 

37 

22.4 

113 

25.6 

All  other  heart  and  circulatory 

disease 

i i l ! £ 8 5 1 J 

Respiratory  disease 

32 

B ! 

31 

11.6 

2 3 

11.2 

15 

i i 

66 

?*° 

40.0 

97 

10.,7 

22.0 

All  other  diseases 

23 

8.3 

19 

11.5 

42 

9.5 

Accidents  and  suicides 

12 

4.4 

11 

6.7 

23 

5.2 

276 

165 

441 

Place  of  Death 


Home  St.  Nicholas  Other  Total 

j Hospital  : Hospitals 


A.  Deaths  in  district 

145 

261 

00 

9 

C\J 

B.  Outward  transfers 

8 

97 

r-~ 

0 

rH 

CM 

C.  Remaining  in  district  (A-B) 

137 

164 

| 301 

j 

D.  Inward  transfers 

139 

1 

| 140 

t 

1 i 1 ! 1 1 \ 1 ! 

E.  Total  deaths  assigned  to 
district  (C+D) 

— s — i — r 

276 

”1  l T~  H 

165 

r ! 1 1 f" 

1 

| 441 
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1 Bl+6  (6)  Other  diseases  of 
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lB^  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 B3t  Intestinal  obstruction 

■ and  Hernia  ! 

1 Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

|B46  (7)  Other  diseases  of 

I digestive  system 

1 Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Ib46  (8)  Other  diseases, 

I Genito-Urinary  system 

Ib46  (9)  Diseases  of  Skin, 

1 Subcutaneous  tissue 

1 B4—  Congenital  anomalies 

Ib43  Birth  injury,  difficult 

I labour,  etc. 

|B44  Other  causes  of  Perinatal 

* mortality 
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IbE49  Suicide  and  self-inflicted 

I injuries 

IbE50  other  external  causes 

Total  All  Causes 

Causes  of  Stillbirths 


1. 

2. 

3. 

k. 


a. 


a. 


Ante  pertum  haemorrhage. 
Placental  infarction 
Placental  insufficiency. 
Cause  unknown 


b.  Premature  labour 


b.  Maternal  hypertension 


Causes  sf  Infant  Deaths 

1.  a.  Respiratory  distress  syndrome,  b.  Prematurity.  Death  in  hospital  at  30  hours 

2.  a.  Hyaline  membrane  disease.  b.  Prematurity.  Death  in  hospital  at  1 week. 

3.  Acute  Bronchiolitis.  Death  at  home  at  3 months 

A further  death  from  acute  bronchiolitis  occurred  in  a child  aged  3» 

Both  deaths  were  in  the  Coxlodge  area  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  A further 
case  of  bronchiolitis  occurred  in  an  infant  but  this  child  made  a full  recovery. 

A child  aged  2 died  in  hospital  of  bronchopneumonia  following  upon  measles. 

This  child  had  multiple  congenital  defects. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer 


Site  of  disease  Age  of  Death 


35+ 

45+ 

55+ 

65+ 

75+ 

Total 

Mouth 

M 

F 

— 

— 
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1 

1 

Oesophagus 

M 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

F 
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1 

1 

Stomach 

M 

— 
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2 (1) 

1 

3 (l) 

F 

— 

- 

1 

1 (l) 

2 (1) 

4 (2) 

Gall  Bladder 

M 

— 

- 

- 

— 

F 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Liver 

M 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

y 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pancreas 

M 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

F 
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- 
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1 

1 (1) 

2 (1) 

Colon 

M 
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1 

- 

1 

- 

2 
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1 

3 

4 

Rectum 

M 
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2 (1) 

- 
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4 (1) 

F 
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— 

1 

Larynx 

M 

- 

- 
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- 

- (1) 

- (1) 

F 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Lung 

M 

2 

2 

4 

1 (1) 

2 

11  (1) 

F 

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

5 

Bladder 

M 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

— 

F 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Prostate 

M 
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- 

1 

1 

2 

Breast 

M 

F 

- 

1 

im 

6 

2 

9 

Ovary 
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1 

1 

Primary  Site  unknown 
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- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Sarcoma  of  bone 

j? 

M 

- 

- 
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1 

- 

1 

" " peritoneum 

J? 

M 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Brain  tumour  Astrocytoma 

M 

•* 

mm 

F 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Meningioma 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

M 

2 

5 

9 (1) 

7 

7 (1) 

30  (4) 

F 

— 

5 

2 

12  (1) 

15  (2) 

34  (3) 

These  figures  are  prepared  from  local  records  and  do  not  exactly 
correspond  with  the  figures  of  the  Registrar  G-eneral  on  pages  8 and 
Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  hospital  deaths. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notification. 


During  1968  changes  were  made  in  the  regulations  relating 
to  notifiable  diseases.  On  15th  June  Infectious  Jaundice  became 
notifiable  and  on  the  1st  October  the  whole  list  was  revised. 

The  diseases  now  to  be  notified  are 


Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infective  Jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 

Notification  of  the  following  is  no  longer  required 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  Membranous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  cough 
Yellow  fever 


Influenza. 


During  January  a sharp  outbreak  of  influenza  occurred  at 
St.  Nicholas  Hospital.  The  outbreak  carried  off  many  elderly 
patients  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  January  was  about  60  above 
the  number  fcr  the  corresponding  month  of  the  previous  year. 

All  the  deaths  ascribed  to  influenza  on  page  9 were  at  the  hospital. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  of  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  District  during  1968, 
set  out  in  age  groups. 


DISEASE 

At  all 
ages 

Under 
1 yr. 

1-4 

5-14 

15-64 

65  and 
over 

Measles 

135 

4 

100 

27 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

19 

- 

1 

- 

7 

11 

Ihooping  Cough 

3 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

MONTH  OF  NOTIFICATION 


DISEASE 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr, 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Measles 

3 

12 

33 

18 

13 

36 

9 

5 

2 

- 

1 

3 

135 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

3 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

•• 

mm 

*• 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

mm 

2 
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1UBERCUL0SIS 


Particulars  of  New  Cases 


New  Cases 

Inward  Transfers 

AGE 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul . 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

5-14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-24 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•M 

25  - 34 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

35-44 

- 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65+ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

2 

•• 

8 

2 

10 

Comparison  with  previous  years. 


Year  New 

Cases 

Inward  Transfers 

Deaths 

Average  1946-50 

26 

5 

14 

" 1951-55 

32 

11 

6 

" 1956-60 

23 

11 

2 

" 1960-65 

13 

8 

1 

1966 

12 

7 

2 

1967 

9 

4 

- 

1968 

8 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis  Register  19&8 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


At  the  beginning  of  1968  a new  sohedule  for  immunisation 
and  vaocination  was  introduoed. 


VISITS 

at  ACE 

VACCINE 

1 

A months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

2 

6 months 

do 

3 

12  months 

do 

4 

2nd  year 

Measles 

5 

2nd  year 

Smallpox 

6 

4-5  years 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

7 

10-12  years 

B.C.G-.  (if  necessary  after  skin  test). 

8 

On  leaving  school 

Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

This  schedule  substantially  reduces  the  total  number  of  injections 
given  and  should  be  easier  to  operate.  Because  of  the  alteration  in  the 
timing  of  the  injections  comparison  of  the  numbers  with  those  of  previous 
years  is  not  possible.  Nevertheless,  it  is  apparent  that  most  of  the 
children  of  G-osforth  are  receiving  the  appropriate  doses  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis,  and  some  60 % of  children  are 
being  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

During  1968  measles  vaccination  was  introduced  and  over  400  children 
had  a single  injection  of  live  measles  vaccine.  The  campaign  was  hindered 
in  the  early  stages  owing  to  shortage  of  vaccine  and  a small  outbreak  of 
measles  in  the  district. 
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Numbers  immunised  during  1968 


Year  of  Birfch 


Type  of  Antigen 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-64 |l952-60 

Total 

Primary  Diphtheria/ 

Pe  rtu  s si  s/Te  tarns 

86 

190 

5 

1 

4 

- 

286 

Primary  Diphtheria/ 
Tetanus 

- 

6 

1 

- 

16 

38 

6l 

Primary  Diphtheria 

- 

8 

- 

- 

8 

Primary  Tetanus 

. 

- 

- 

1 

21 

22 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria/ 

Pe rtu s si  s/Te t anus 

22 

175 

36 

110 

11 

354 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria/ 
Tetanus 

- 

6 

28 

8 

216 

213 

471 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

15 

17 

Reinforcing  Tetanus 

' 

1 

- 

- 

7 

96 

104 

Primary  Poliomyelitis 

79 

199 

5 

1 

3 

1 

288 

Reinforcing 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

31 

194 

45 

309 

257 

837 

Primary  Smallpox 
Vaccination 

12 

129 

54 

11 

9 

11 

226 

Re -vaccination 

- 

- 

- 

2 

9 

23 

34 

Measles  Vaccination 

5 

49 

52 

47 

252 

11 

416 

B.C.G-.  Vaccination 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

507 

507 
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annual  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1968. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  once  again  a very  great  pleasure  and  a privilege  to 
present  for  your  consideration  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene. 

Apropos  the  inspectorial  and  clerical  staff,  I am  very  pleased 
to  state  that  there  were  no  changes  during  the  year.  Mrs.  Kershaw, 
the  senior  clerk,  took  up  her  appointment  on  the  2nd  January,  and  she 
has  proved  to  he  a very  worthy  successor  to  Mrs.  Robinson. 

Work  in  the  department  proceeded  smoothly  and  I am  pleased  to 
record  that  during  the  year,  as  in  the  previous  year,  just  over  five 
thousand  visits  were  made  by  Mr.  Gibson,  my  additional  inspector,  and 
myself. 


The  compulsory  improvement  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  South 
Gosforth  area  continued  apace  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
only  ten  outstanding  Immediate  Improvement  Notices. 

Food  premises,  mobile  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  were  again  subject 
to  strict  supervision  in  an  endeavour  to  maintain  the  highest  standard 
of  hygiene.  During  the  year  the  department  dealt  with  sixteen  complaints 
alleging  the  unfitness  of  food  for  human  consumption.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  connection  with  six  of  these  complaints. 

The  need  for  maintaining  the  highest  standards  of  health  and 
welfare  for  office  and  shop  workers  was  again  fully  realised  by  your 
inspectors  and  this  awareness  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  visits  paid 
to  the  various  premises  concerned. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  whole  of  the  district  has  a piped  water  supply,  provided  by 
the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company.  Once  again  I am  greatly 
indebted  to  Dr.  A.T.  Palin,  Chief  Chemist  to  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead 
Water  Company  for  supplying  the  following  information. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

During  the  year  1162  works  control  samples  were  taken  from  the 
Whittle  Dene  and  Henderson  Filters.  Of  these  one  was  Unsatisfactory*  , 
two  ’satisfactory’  and  the  remainder  ’excellent’. 

Other  samples  taken  included  235  samples  of  the  water  from 
Warkworth;  312  samples  from  the  special  fixed  sampling  points  in 
Newcastle;  152  samples  taken  at  random  in  the  supply  area  (9  of  these 
were  taken  in  Gosforth).  All  these  samples  were  of  ’excellent’  quality. 
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Fluoridation  of  the  supply  by  adding  sodium  silicofluoride  was 
begun  at  Whittle  Dene  and  Hendersons  Filters  in  October;  the  fluoride 
content  of  water  from  these  plants  is  now  maintained  at  a concentration 
of  1 part  per  million  (as  F)  , plus  or  minus  10%. 

Chemical  Examination, 

(Typical  Results  of  Chemical  Analyses  of  Filtered  Waters). 


Max 

Min 

Mean 

H Value 

P 

7.7 

7.0 

7.2 

Free  CO^ 

16 

2 

6 

Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

160 

60 

90 

Hardness  (as  CaCO  ) 

Total  3 

200 

100 

150 

Carbonate 

160 

60 

90 

Non-Carbonate 

80 

30 

60 

Calcium 

190 

70 

120 

Magne  sium 

60 

20 

30 

Chlorides  (as  Cl) 

17 

9 

12 

Sulphates  (as  S0^) 

70 

20 

50 

Silica  (as  SiO^) 

4.2 

0.8 

2.4 

Fluorides  (as  F) 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

0.25 

0.01 

0.07 

Manganese  (as  Mn.) 

0.05 

0.01 

0.01 

Free  & Saline  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.23 

0.04 

0.12 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.20 

0.01 

0.09 

Nitrates  (as  N) 

2.0 

0.1 

0.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

3.4 

1.0 

2.0 

Dissolved  Solids 

280 

130 

210 

Chemical  results  in  milligrams  per  litre 
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NOTES: 

1.  Over  much  of  the  distribution  system  the  water  is  a 
blend  of  the  products  of  the  principal  treatment  plants. 

2.  These  plants  in  turn  receive  water  in  variable  proportions 
from  the  several  sources  utilized  by  the  Company. 

3.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  predict  the  composition  of  the 
supply  to  any  particular  point  and  the  maxima  and  minima 
quoted  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  absolute  values  but  rather 
as  limits  not  likely  to  be  exceeded  in  normal  circumstances. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  Collection. 

Apart  from  periods  involving  public  holidays,  the  usual 
weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  premises  was  maintained. 

The  dramatic  change  which  is  taking  place  in  the  character 
and  quantity  of  refuse  is  proving  to  be  a real  problem.  It  is 
estimated  that  during  the  next  15  to  20  years  volume  per  head  will 
increase  at  an  average  rate  of  about  l+%.  Increased  costs  are  closely 
related  to  increases  in  volume  and,  together  with  wage  increases, 
usually  of  the  order  of  3%  - k%9  plus  various  other  forms  of  increases, 
i.e.  taxation  costs,  purchase  of  new  vehicles,  materials,  etc.,  it  isn't 
difficult  to  foresee  an  annual  overall  increase  in  costs  of  approximately 
1<$. 


A saving  in  disposal  costs  could  be  achieved  by  the  introduction 
of  larger  capacity  vehicles.  At  the  present  time  the  fleet  of  refuse 
collecting  vehicles  consists  of  16/18  cubic  yard  capacity.  I think  the 
time  is  now  opportune  to  consider  the  use  of  35/50  cubic  yard  capacity 
vehicles.  In  addition  to  creating  a saving  in  disposal  costs,  there 
should  also  be  a saving  in  manpower. 

Refuse  Disposal. 


Tipping  operations  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  a site  on  the 
old  Coast  Road  situated  in  the  Urban  District  of  Longbenton.  The  average 
distance  from  Gosforth  to  the  disposal  point  is  approximately  4 miles. 

The  number  of  loads  deposited  in  the  tip  from  Gosforth  alone  was  5007 > 
representing  an  estimated  10,014  tons.  Expenditure  incurred  in  the 
disposal  of  refuse  is  equally  borne  by  the  Longbenton  and  Gosforth  Councils. 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  voice  on  your  behalf 
our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Longbenton  Council 
for  continuing  to  provide  this  Council  with  facilities  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse.  In  this  particular  regard  I would  also  like  to  mention  Mr.  Thirkell, 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Longbenton  Council. 
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Regional  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  approved  the 
appointment  of  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service 
(N.I.F.E.S.)  to  collaborate  with  the  City  Engineer* s Department 
in  a detailed  appraisal  of  the  incineration  problem  of  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne. 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967. 

Disposal  of  Refuse. 

Calls  made  upon  the  department  for  special  collections  of 
bulky  refuse,  i.e.  unwanted  furniture,  garden  refuse,  etc.,  have 
increased  tremendously.  The  age  of  "Do-it-yourself”  activity  has 
aggravated  the  situation,  necessitating  the  removal  of  old  fireplaces, 
broken  bricks,  etc.,  usually  classed  as  builder’s  debris.  In  the 
normal  way  this  debris  would  have  been  removed  by  the  Contractor 
assigned  to  carry  out  the  work  of  repair  and/or  improvement.  It  is 
virtually  impossible  to  promptly  satisfy  the  demands  for  special 
collections  and  one  could  envisage  indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse 
taking  place  on  a large  scale.  Fortunately,  there  is  no  evidence 
of  this  taking  place  within  the  urban  district.  A few  enquiries 
have  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  abandoned  vehicles,  which 
were  dealt  with  without  resorting  to  formal  action. 

The  Longbenton  Urban  District  Council  kindly  consented  to 
their  tip  being  designated  by  this  Council  as  a place  where  persons 
residing  within  the  urban  district  of  G-osforth  may  themselves  dispose 
of,  free  of  charge,  any  domestic  refuse. 

Salvage  Disposal. 

The  quantity  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board  Mills 
during  the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1968,  was  321  tons, 
an  increase  of  16  tons  over  the  previous  corresponding  period. 

The  figure  of  321  tons  per  annum  represents  0.97  tons  per 
month  per  1,000  of  population,  and  realised  an  income  of  £2806,  an 
increase  of  £209.  over  the  previous  year. 

These  figures  show  a commendable  effort  on  the  part  of 
everyone  concerned,  but  it  is  still  regrettable  that  my  target 
figure  of  1.0  ton  of  waste  paper  per  1,000  of  population,  per  month, 
has  not  been  reached. 

The  advantages  to  be  gained  from  the  separate  collection  of 
waste  paper  by  Local  Authorities  are  numerous.  Apart  from  the 
financial  inducement,  there  is  the  urgent  need  to  reduce  volume  with 
its  subsequent  cost  reduction.  The  separation  of  waste  paper  assists 
in  reducing  imports  of  raw  materials  and,  albeit  no  doubt  in  a small 
way,  assists  in  achieving  that  elusive  balance  of  trade. 


-23- 


The  tonnage  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board  Mils  during 
the  year,  and  the  income  received  from  the  sale  thereof,  is  shown  as 
follows  : - 


G-rade 

Mixed  Paper 
Newsprint 


T.  C.  Q. 

220.  2.  2. 

101.  2.  3. 

321.  3.  1. 


£.  s . d. 

18^4.  13.  7. 

961.  1.  9. 

£2805.  15.  4. 


Staff. 

Sickness  among  the  staff  showed  a sharp  increase  on  the  previous 
year.  The  amount  involved  being  £730.,  representing  2085  man-hours,  as 
against  £478.,  representing  1425  man-hours  for  the  previous  year. 


I thought  it  might  be  interesting  to  disclose  particulars  of  a 
new  sickness  pay  scheme  which  is  due  to  come  into  operation  on  the 

5th  January,  1969  Full  Pay  Half  Pay 


After  6 months  but  less  than  1 year’s  service 
After  1 year’s  but  less  than  2 years  service 
After  2 years  but  less  than  3 years  service 
After  3 years  but  less  than  4 years  service 
After  4 years  but  less  than  6 years  service 
After  6 years  service 


- 4 weeks  + 4 weeks 

- 9 weeks  + 8 weeks 

- 13  weeks  + 13  weeks 

- 16  weeks  + 16  weeks 

- 20  weeks  + 20  weeks 

- 26  weeks  + 26  weeks 


I am  indeed  indebted  to  my  foreman,  Mr.  Bishton,  a very  capable 
and  conscientious  workman,  and  to  all  the  outside  staff  for  their  very 
worthy  efforts  throughout  the  year. 


HOUSING 

The  Gosforth  (Henry  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1967, 
was  confirmed,  with  modifications,  by  the  Minister.  Attention  should 
now  be  directed  towards  those  properties,  principally  in  the  Coxlodge 
area,  which,  although  sub-standard,  are  not  necessarily  unfit. 

The  new  Housing  Act,  the  advent  of  which  is  keenly  awaited,  is 
intended  to  stimulate  the  improvement  of  houses  in  general  improvement 
areas  and  of  individual  houses  elsewhere,  by  the  provision  of  modem 
amenities.  In  general  improvement  areas  efforts  should  be  made  to 
improve  the  environment,  as  for  example  the  provision  of  improved  car 
parking  facilities,  play  spaces  for  children  and  better  street  furniture. 

The  new  Act  proposes  greater  financial  inducements  for  executing 
works  of  improvement  and  it  is  also  proposed  to  make  additional  payments 
to  owners  of  properties  dealt  with  under  slum  clearance  powers,  subject 
to  certain  conditions. 
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Apropos  our  own  scheme  of  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings 
in  the  South  Gosforth  area,  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  ten  Immediate 
Improvement  Notices  were  outstanding.  I look  forward  to  the  completion 
of  the  present  scheme  and  to  the  implementation  of  the  new  Act  with  its 
stronger  and  wider  powers. 

The  technical  and  administrative  work  in  this  particular  field 
of  housing  is  fairly  considerable,  as  is  evident  from  the  number  of 
visits,  nearly  600,  made  during  the  year.  Nevertheless,  the  effort 
is  generally  rewarding  as  it  is  felt  that  the  improvements  carried  out 
are  greatly  appreciated  by  owner  and  tenant  alike. 

Statistical  Data. 


Standard  Grants  (Compulsory  Improvements) 

Section  20.  Housing  Act  19&4# 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  31 

Applications  rejected  Nil 

Applications  approved  31 

No.  of  houses  where  works  of  improvement 
proceeded  with  and  completed  during  the  year  23 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  :- 

During  the 

year 


(a)  Bath  or  shower  21 

(b)  Wash-hand  basin  17 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  18 

(d)  Internal  water  closet  53 

(e)  Food  store  46 


Total  to 

date 

37 

43 

49 

102 

84 


Standard  Grants  (Excluding  Compulsory  Improvements) 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959 , 
as  amended. 


During  the 


Total  to 


1.  No.  of  separate  houses  for 

year 

date 

which  grants  have  been  made 

2.  No.  of  houses  so  provided  with  - 

22 

149 

a 

1 Bath  or  shower 

16 

82 

w 

1 Wash-hand  basin 

19 

99 

0] 

1 Hot  water  supply 

18 

95 

(a) 

1 Internal  water  closet 

22 

138 

(e) 

1 Food  store 

17 

104 
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Housing  Statistics 

New  Houses  completed  during  the  year 

(a)  By  local  authority  51 

(b)  By  private  persons  74. 

Closing  and  Demolition 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  39 

(b)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  38 

Unfit  houses  made  fit 

(a)  After  informal  action  taken  by  local  authority  21 

(b)  After  formal  action  taken  by  local  authority  1 


AIR  POLLUTION 

Readings  of  air  pollution  obtained  through  the  volumetric  gauge, 
situated  at  the  Council  depot,  occcenced  in  June  and  continued  throughout 
the  year.  At  the  end  of  a 12-month  period  these  readings,  together  with 
comparative  readings  from  neighbouring  authorities,  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Health  Committee. 

Details  of  readings  taken  over  a 7-month  period,  June/December, 
together  with  readings  from  neighbouring  authorities  are  described  below. 


(Microgrammes/Cubic  Metre) 
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Apropos  the  question  of  availability  of  suitable  fuels,  it 
would  appear  that,  owing  to  technological  changes  which  are  now 
taking  place  in  the  gas  industry,  the  production  of  gas  (soft)  coke 
will  probably  cease  around  1971/72.  Supplies  of  "hard”  coke  are  in 
plentiful  supply  but,  unfortunately,  the  combustion  of  this  fuel  is 
more  or  less  restricted  to  closed  stoves.  However,  manufacturers  of 
certain  open-fire  appliances,  which  possess  a built-in  air  supply, 
claim  that  this  type  of  appliance  can  burn  hard  coke  quite  efficiently. 
Supplies  of  premium  or  reactive  open- fire  fuels,  or  gas,  electricity, 
or  oil,  are  in  plentiful  supply.  The  only  objection  to  the  use  of 
these  particular  fuels  would  probably  be  associated  with  cost. 

It  would  appear  that,  owing  to  the  non-availability  of  certain 
fuels,  with  consequent  restriction  on  the  choice  of  appliances, 
conversion  costs  will  tend  to  increase. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

Six  complaints  of  noise  nuisances  were  received  in  the 
department  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  investigated  and  steps 
taken  for  the  abatement  of  the  said  nuisances.  Two  of  the  nuisances 
arose  from  industrial  processes  and  one  from  the  use  of  pneumatic 
drills  in  road  repairing  operations.  Remedial  measures  adopted  in 
these  particular  instances  were  the  application  of  insulating  materials 
to  the  machinery  concerned  and  the  fitting  of  noise  suppressors  to  the 
drills. 


DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS  AND  DRAIN  TESTING 


Duties  relating  to  the  supervision  of  the  lay-out  of  new 
drainage  systems  and  those  in  connection  with  the  repair  and 
reconstruction  of  existing  systems  were  again  fairly  extensive. 

A total  of  1133  yards  of  new  drainage  work  was  tested,  necessitating 
the  application  of  143  water  tests  and  35  smoke  tests. 

This  work  was  confined  to  the  construction  of  new  buildings, 
both  domestic  and  commercial,  and,  so  far  as  existing  buildings  were 
concerned,  principally  in  connection  with  the  compulsory  improvement 
of  dwelling  houses. 

I am  informed  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  that  during  the 
year  his  department  was  responsible  for  clearing  114  drain  stoppages. 
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DIS INFESTATION 


I am  pleased  to  record  a reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints 
received  in  this  connection  but,  nevertheless,  pest  control  is  quite 
a time  consuming  operation.  Eight  different  species  of  insects  were 
dealt  with,  and,  as  in  previous  years,  the  most  troublesome  being  the 
red  mite,  the  wasp  and  the  cockroaoh. 

The  migrating  habit  of  the  clover  mite  posed  quite  a problem 
in  our  endeavours  to  eradicate  this  insect  from  dwelling  houses. 

Large  invasions  of  the  mite  were  found  in  newly  erected  houses,  the 
invasions  being  more  prominent  where  grass  was  found  to  be  in  close 
contact  with  the  main  walls  cf  the  house.  Tho  removal  cf  grass  in 
close  contact  with  the  walls,  followed  by  insecticidal  treatment, 
produced  satisfactory  results. 

I am  very  grateful  to  the  Regional  Pests  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  for  prompt  attention 
given  to  requests  for  identification  of  insects  and  for  his  advice 
in  matters  of  extermination. 


RODENT  INFESTATION 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  as  against  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  premises  involved  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  and, 
of  these,  eighty-eight  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  and  twenty- 
six  infested  with  mice.  There  was  no  evidence  of  rats  or  mice  in  the 
remaining  fifty-two  houses,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  major 
infestation. 

The  rodenticides  used  were  Warfarin  andAlphakil,  the  latter 
again  proving  very  successful  in  connection  with  infestations  of  mice. 

The  majority  of  business  premises  continue  to  be  regularly 
serviced  by  servicing  agents.  This  is  a very  wise  and  necessary 
precaution,  particularly  in  connection  with  food  premises. 
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OFFICES  , SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


This  Act,  passed  in  1963,  makes  provision  for  securing 
the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in 
office  or  shop  premises,  and  came  into  operation  in  1964* 

A further  21+  premises  were  registered  during  the  year 
bringing  the  total  of  registered  premises  to  315* 

Your  inspectors  were  actively  engaged  in  the  administration 
of  the  Act  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  606  visits  had  been  made  to 
various  premises.  The  number  of  contraventions  discovered  was  249. 
An  analysis  of  these  is  described  on  the  following  page  and  is 
indeed  further  proof  of  the  vigour  with  which  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  have  been  tackled.  Six  accidents  were  reported,  all  of 
which  were  investigated  and  none  found  to  be  fatal. 

Lighting,  which  heads  the  list  of  contraventions,  was  found 
to  be  well  below  the  recommended  standards  in  many  premises. 

Failure  to  maintain  premises  at  the  required  temperature,  lack  of 
first-aid  requisites  and  failure  to  provide  thermometers  are 
becoming  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  In  certain  cases  it 
seems  that  stronger  action  will  have  to  be  taken  in  order  to  ensure 
that  occupiers  are  made  aware  of  their  responsibilities  under  the 
Act. 
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Registrations  and  G-eneral  Inspections. 


(1) 

Class  of  Premises 

(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

. 

(3) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

(4)  j 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the 
year. 

■ 

Offices 

12 

121 

Ill 

Retail  shops 

10 

174 

174 

Wholesale  shops, 

warehouses 

1 

2 

2 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  public, 

canteens 

1 

18 

18 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

. 

TOTALS: 

24 

315 

305 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES  - 60 6 

Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons 

employed  in  registered  -premises 


Class  of  workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 


(1) 

(2) 

Offices 

1620 

Retail  shops 

775 

Wholesale  departments, 

warehouses 

31 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public 

189 

Canteens 

50 

Fuel  storage  depots 

•* 

Total 

2665 

Total  Males 

1056 

Total  Females 

1609 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions. 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

Section! 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

26 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

1 

5 

Overcrowding 

- 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

1 

6 

Temperature 

32 

15 

Eating  facilities 

- 

7 

Ventilation 

2 

16 

Floors,  passages  & stairs 

15 

8 

Lighting 

43 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 
machinery 

12 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences 

26 

18 

Protection  of  young 
persons  from  dangerous 
machinery 

1 

10 

Washing  facilities 

27 

19 

Training  of  young  persons 
working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

mm 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

- 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

- 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

1 

24 

First-aid 

32 

Other  matters  33 


| TOTAL  249 

Analysis  of  reported  accidents. 


CAUSATION 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public,  canteens 

Machinery 

- 

2 

- 

Transport 

- 

- 

- 

Falls  of  persons 

2 

2 

mm 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
aaainst  ob.iect  or  nerson 

- 

- 

- 

Handling  goods 

- 

- 

- 

Struck  by  falling  object 

- 

- 

- 

Fires  and  explosions 

- 

- 

- 

Electricity 

- 

- 

- 

Use  of  hand  tools 

- 

- 

- 

Not  otherwise  specified 

- 

* 

" 
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HJBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


During  the  year  16  samples  of  water,  5 from  the  teaching  pool 
and  11  from  the  main  pool,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  result  of  the 
examination  showed  that  the  probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per 
100  ml.  in  each  sample,  was  nil. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Baths  Superintendent  for  the  following 
additional  information. 


No.  Samples 

pH  Value 

Min  Max 

Combined 

Residual 

Chlorine 

Min  Max 

r ■ "i 

Free 

Residual 

Chlorine 

Min  Max 

Total 

Residual  j 
Chlorine 

Min  Max 

15 

I 

1 

7.6  7.8 

0.5  1.0 

1.0  2.0 



1.5  2.5 

1 

FACTORIES  ACT  lQ6l 

Part  1. 


Inspections. 


Number 

Number  of 

! 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

Lk)  i 

Occupiers  i 

Prosecuted  1 

(5)  . ..! 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

76 

107 

12 

I 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers*  premises) ..... 

10 

10 

Nil 

j 

Nil 

Total 

87 

119 

! 12 

| 

Nil 

1 1 
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Factories  Act  19&L 
Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


1 

Particulars 

CD 

1 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 
(6)  ... 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

to  H.M.  ; by  H.M. 

Inspector  i Inspector 
O) (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

l“ 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

tempe  rature  ( S . 3) 

1 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

[ . 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

11 

11 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
! sexes  

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

| Total  

1 

! 

12 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Factories  Act  1961 

PART  Vlll 

( OUTWORK) 

(Sections  133  & 134) 


f 

j Section  133 

Section  134 

(1) 

| No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  133 
(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
prosec- 
utions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

(4) 

I No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 

1 unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

! 1 

j | 

Notices  | Prose-  ; 
Served  1 cution3  f 

j 1 

1 » 

j 

(0  | (7) 

Wearing)  making 
apparel)  etc* 

) cleaning 
) and 
washing 

i 

2. 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Nil  ! Nil 

1 

j .1 

- 

1 

- s - 

! 

i 

| Total 

j 1 

2 

Nil 

i 

l 

Nil 

? 

Nil  . Nil 

{ ; 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  MD  FOOD  PREMISES 

Milk  Samples. 

During  the  year  eleven  samples  of  "Untreated"  milk  were  procured 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Nine  samples,  representing  81. 8$  of  the  number  submitted, 
satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Keeping  Quality  Test. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Section  62  (Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses) 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  I960. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

Poultry  Inspection. 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  situated  in  the  district. 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960. 

Food  Premises. 


There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  food  premises  in  the 
district,  details  of  which  are  described  in  the  following  table  :- 




Type  of  Premises  No. 

' 

Type  of  Premises  No. 

General  Dealers  37  i 

Licensed  Premises  26  j 

Meat  Purveyors  20 

Confectioners  19 

Retail  Bakers  16 

Fruiterers  14 

Premises  with  ‘Off-Licence1  9 

Fried  Fish  & Chips  6 

Cafes  6 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers  3 

Bakehouses  2 

1 

Nearly  four  hundred  visits  were  made  to  the  various  food  premises 
in  the  district,  subsequent  to  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
fifty  informal  notices  in  connection  with  infringements  of  the  Regulations. 
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As  in  previous  years  there  was  no  relaxation  of  effort  on 
the  part  of  your  inspectors  to  promote  and  maintain  the  highest 
standards  of  hygiene  in  food  premises.  Failure  to  achieve  satisfactory 
standards  of  food  hygiene  in  certain  premises  is  usually  attributed  by 
proprietors,  etc.,  to  staffing  problems.  The  inability  to  keep  staff, 
owing  to  the  attractions  of  other  forms  of  employment  which  provide  for 
a shorter  working  week,  plus  more  lucrative  rewards.  Although,  fortunately, 
in  the  minority,  there  is  also  the  employee  with  an  apathetic  approach  to 
achieving  reasonable  standards  of  hygiene. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets.  Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966. 

The  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1967,  an^ 
revoked  the  provisions  of  the  General  Regulations  dealing  with  markets, 
stalls,  etc. 

Certain  provisions  of  the  General  Regulations  ceased  to  apply  to 
food  businesses  to  which  the  new  Regulations  apply,  and  to  any  person 
employed  in  the  handling  of  food  in  the  course  of  such  a business. 

A total  of  seventy  inspections  of  mobile  food  traders  was  carried 
out,  resulting  in  the  service  of  eighteen  informal  notices. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955* 

Section  lo (Registration  of  food  premises) . 

During  the  year  six  applications  for  the  registration  of  food 
premises  were  received;  three  in  respect  of  the  manufacture  of  preserved 
food  intended  for  sale  and  three  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  All 
applications  were  duly  approved. 

Sixty-nine  premises  are  now  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream, 
and  thirty-one  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food,  intended  for  sale. 

The  type  and  number  of  food  premises  registered  as  aforesaid  is 
shown  as  follows 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  Regd. 

Type  of  Premises 



No.  Regd. 

General  Dealers 

31 

Fruiterers 

6 

Confectioners 

16 

'Off-Licence1 

5 

Meat  Purveyors 

15 

Bakehouses 

2 

Retail  Bakers 

8 

Cafe 

2 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

6 

Fishmongers 

1 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955» 

Section  2. (General  protection  for  purchasers  of  food  and  drugs). 
Section  8.  (Sale,  etc.,  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption). 


During  the  year  sixteen  complaints  were  received  each  alleging 
unfitness  of  food  sold  for  human  consumption.  Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  in  connection  with  six  of  these  complaints,  details  of  which 
are  as  follows  :- 


Pork  sausage  containing  slips  of  paper 
Chocolate  truffle  containing  tinfoil 
Tin  of  peas  containing  a portion  of  cloth 
Chocolate  truffle  containing  splinters  of 
Loaf  of  bread  in  a mouldy  condition 
Packet  of  baby  food  infested  with  insects 


- Fined  £10. 

- Fined  £10. 

- Fined  £10. 
wood  - Fined  £15. 

- Fined  £20,  plus  £k.ll+,6.  costs. 

- Fined  £10. 


Unsound  Food  (voluntarily  surrendered) . 


\ 


Fifty-three  pounds  of  canned  meat  and  forty-seven  pounds  of  other 
canned  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  suitably  disposed  of  in  the 
incinerator  situated  at  the  Council  depot. 
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Adulteration  of  Food. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.L.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Northumberland  County  Council,  for  supplying  me  with 
details  of  samples  taken  by  his  sampling  officers  in  the  Urban  District 
of  G-osforth  during  the  year  under  review. 


Mr.  Arlidge  informs  me  that  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  samples 
were  procured  which  included  thirteen  samples  taken  at  schools. 


One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine, 
and  the  following  particulars  relate  to  those  samples  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory 


Article 


Analysis  or 
examination 


Action  taken 


Fish  Cakes 


The  sample  consisted  of  a 
mixture  of  muscular  tissue 
and  potato 


In  this  case  the  seller 
realised  after  sale  that 
Beef  Patties  had  been 
sold  in  error  for  Fish 
Cakes.  Cautioned. 


Processed  Cheese  YtFater  47.1 % w/w 

Fat  23.3%  w/w 

Fat  on  dry  matter  kk-,0%  w/w 

The  Cheese  Regulations,  1965, 
require  such  cheese  to  be 
sold  under  the  description 
"Medium  Fat  Processed  Cheese". 


The  words  "Medium  Fat" 
omitted  in  ignorance  of 
the  Regulations. 

Future  sales  to  be 
adequately  described. 

No  further  action. 


Canned  Steak  and  A pictorial  representation 
Kidney  Pies  of  the  contents  of  each  can 

(8  samples)  implied  that  the  pie 

contained  a substantial  amount 
of  chunks  and  cubes  of  .juicy 
meat  in  rich  gravy.  In  fact 
all  8 samples  contained  a 
small  amount  of  stringy  meat 
almost  resembling  minced 
meat . 


Manufacturers  agreed  to 
modify  contents  of 
future  cans  and  to 
re-design  labels. 

They  also  agreed  to 
amend  their  television 
advertisement. 
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TABLE  1. 

(Complaints  reoeived  and  dealt  with) 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Accumulations 

Dampness  (dwelling  house) 

Streams 

Defective  Drains 
Disrepair  ( dwelling  house) 
Extraneous  matter  in  food 
Foul  smells 
Noise  nuisances 
Vermin  (insects) 

Vermin  (Rats) 

Vermin  (Mice) 

Atmospheric  Pollution 
Defective  dustbins 
Abandoned  vehicles 
Pigeons 
Miscellaneous 


No.  of  Complaints 

11 
1 6 
2 

10 

39 

13 

12 

6 

48 

108 

30 

7 

4 

2 

6 

23 

339 
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TABLE  11 

(Summary  of  Visits) 

Accumulations  24 

Dwelling  Houses  426 

Ditches  and  Streams  24 

Drainage  Systems  274 

Drain  Test:- 

Smoke  35 

Water  143 

Factories  (Mechanical)  107 

(Non-Mechanical)  2 

(Outworkers)  12 

(Other  Premises)  10 

Food  Premises  378 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  6 

Improvement  Grants  579 

Licensed  Premises  42 

Milk  Samples  and  Enquiries  10 

Mobile  Shops,  etc.  70 

National  Assistance  Act  9 

Noise  Nuisances  10 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  606 

R.»dent  Infestation: - 

Rats  846 

Mice  364 

Refuse  Collection  Supervision  505 

Schools  re  Sanitation  3 

Shops  Act  1950  1 

Smoke  Observations  180 

Verminous  Premises  154 

Water  Samples  18 

Workplaces  33 

Miscellaneous  312 


Total  5183 


CONCLUSION 


In  concluding  my  report,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  all  other 
members  of  the  Council,  for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  my  reports 
to  the  various  Committees  have  been  received  and  dealt  with,  and  for 
the  kind  support  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year.  I am  also 
grateful  for  the  help  and  advice  afforded  to  me  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  and  by  Dr.  Smith. 

I am  indeed  grateful  to  Mr.  Gibson,  my  additional  Inspector, 
who  has  worked  diligently  and  conscientiously  throughout  the  year. 

I am  equally  grateful  to  Mrs.  Kershaw  and  to  Miss  Jastrzab  for  their 
support,  both  of  whom  have  carried  out  the  duties  assigned  to  them 
painstakingly  and  efficiently. 


I am.  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  STENGER, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


